THE   RETARDED   CHILD

toys, or the child may have been kept sitting still or
he may not have been played with; or, again, he may
have suffered from violent emotional disturbance in the
home, which has induced passivity and a shrinking
from all investigation for fear of painful consequences.

Retardation of this type we may describe as acci-
dental; life in a good nursery class should enable the
child to make up some of his loss, although, compared
with the other children, he may still appear backward.
Between five and six years, under happy school con-
ditions, this child often makes great strides, and by the
end of the Infants' School Course will be able to do
average or possibly a little below average work.

On the other hand, an investigation of the home
circumstances may not reveal any recognisable cause
for the child's lack of progress. We need in this case
to have recourse to some more exact method of deter-
mining the cause of failure. An Intelligence Test of the
Performance Type l should be given, to discover the
exact stage of mental development. At the age of three
mental retardation of three or six months may appear
unimportant, but we have to remember that the ratio
of the mental to the chronological age remains practi-
cally constant. A child of three years with a mental age
of two years and six months has a mental ratio of 83;
at seven years this child will normally have a mental

1 Buhler and Hetzer, Testing Children's Development, or Terman and
Merrill, Measuring Intelligence.
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